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Performing Arts Creation Project
note to a friend (New Production)
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David LANG Talks About Contemporary Music
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An international co-production with the Japan Society (New York
City) of a new opera jointly commissioned from the popular
American composer David LANG. Based on AKUTAGAWA
Ryunosuke’s works Aru kyuyu e okuru shuki (“A Note to a Certain
Old Friend”) and Tenkibo (“Death Register”), it was brought to the
stage by the world-renowned producer OIDA Yoshi. With the
unusual casting of jazz singer Theo BLECKMANN as the vocalist and
actor Cyrus MOSHREFTI in a silent role, this stage production was
comical and warm, even while dealing with the serious topic of
suicide. Before coming to Tokyo Bunka Kaikan, this work had its
world premiere at the Japan Society in January, with a string
quartet made up of winners of the Tokyo Music Competition
receiving a particularly enthusiastic round of applause.
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We welcomed composer David LANG to talk about the opera
“note to a friend”, for which he composed the music and wrote the
libretto, in the first half of this event. The second half featured a
wide-ranging dialog about music with HISAISHI Joe, a composer
who is also known as one of the standard bearers of contemporary
music.
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Tokyo Bunka Kaikan Opera BOX :
L Enfant et les Sortileges (New Production)
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Let's Create Operal
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“Opera BOX”, a series of opera performances that anyone,
including first-time opera goers, can appreciate, staged L’Enfant
et les Sortiléges (“The Child and the Spells”, music by RAVEL
and libretto by COLETTE). Furniture and animals take their
revenge on a boy who does not treat the things around him with
care, but the story ends with the appearance of a kind-hearted
world. The entire cast was made up of winners of the Tokyo
Music Competition, and created a production with a world view
encompassing the relationship between humans and nature.
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The applicants to “Let’s create opera!” took part in Opera Box.
Planners from Opera Box, children, and students participated in
three separate programs, “Chorus, Acting”, “Create Props”, and
“Learn the Entire Production”, coming together to create the
finished piece.
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Young Theater-Goers' Program
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Opera Chopin (New Production)
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AIRA Jo & MIYATA Dai & OHAGI Yasuiji Pinocchio (New Production)
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A program commissioning top artists to bring original stage pieces
created through a collaboration between classical music and other
genres to an audience of elementary, junior high, and senior high school
students. Before the performances, they each visited elementary, junior
high, and senior high schools to conduct outreach programs.
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Our production of this work (libretto by Giacomo OREFICE), a rare opera
known only to connoisseurs of the composer Chopin and depicting
the spiritual journey which lasted throughout his life, welcomed
YAMAMOTO Yasuhiro in the role of Chopin and was produced by IWATA
Tatsuji. Against a backdrop of several of Chopin’s most famous works,
performed by pianist MATSUMOTO Kazumasa together with violin and
cello, this weighty stage production expressed the composer’s suffering,
friendships, love, and feelings for his native country.
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The world of the children’s literary landmark “Pinocchio” was
brought to the stage by puppet show actor TAIRA Jo, together with
cellist MIYATA Dai and guitarist OHAGI Yasuji. It was scattered with
famous songs such as the Argentine tango Por una Cabeza (“By a
Head”), as well as classical music like the symphonic poem Pini di
Roma, composed by RESPIGHI, making it a production which could
also be enjoyed by adults.
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The 20th Tokyo Music Competition
Piano Section, Brass Section, Voice Section
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The purpose of the competition, which we have held since
2003, is to discover, cultivate, and support young, gifted
performers aiming to start an independent artistic career. In the
final round, the audience members not only listen to the
ontestants performing together with an orchestra, but also
have the chance to vote for the “Audience Awards”, presented
to the contestant gaining the most votes in each section.
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{Eﬂi é% | j l\ Four admirable winners selected from among the 445
i NAKAJIMA Hidekazu, lst pri ! ienc

applicants Hidekazu, 1st prize and Audience
Award in the Piano Section; YOSHIDA Tomonari, lst prize in

The 20th Okyo Music Competition Winners' Concert the Brass Section; K() (l Knsx:mi Ist prize in the Brass

{1
Section; and IKEUCE oiki, 1st prize and Audience Award in
the Voice Section - were \\kl
together with the orchestra

comed to the stage and performed
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Ueno de Classic
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The Tokyo Music Competition prize winners performed in a
series with a focus on popular classical music at a reasonable
price. The recitals took different formats, such as soirée
programs or one-hour programs starting at 11 on a weekday
morning, to suit audiences with various lifestyles.
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Classical Music in Town "Machinaka Concerts"
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Classical Concerts with Emerging Artists
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We delivered mini-recitals, allowing the audience easy access
to classical music at various places around town. The audience
enjoyed lively performances by the Tokyo Music Competition
prize winners and other artists at venues beyond concert halls.
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We were able to offer classical music concerts at reasonable
prices by co-hosting them with Tokyo municipalities. We
supported joint performances featuring emerging artists, such as
the Tokyo Music Competition prize winners, together with
major orchestras at local concert halls in Tokyo.
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Support for Emerging Musicians Globza! Career Development
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We held masterclasses by the U.S.-based and internationally
renowned conductor Ken-David MASUR to improve the skills
of young musicians. Taking MENDELSSOHN as the main
theme, we opened applications to a broad range of fields
including ensembles, vocal music (songs), and instruments
(solos). The classes were aimed at emerging musicians, such as
winners of the Tokyo Music Competition. Through intensive
study with MASUR, who has given numerous masterclasses
overseas, each artist gained the opportunity to broaden the
range of their expressive abilities.
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D were held over two days.

Final Concert of the'Participants of Ken-David MASUR's Masterclass
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Jnka Kaikan Chamber Orche

We welcomed Ken-David MASUR to conduct a concert by the
Tokyo Bunka Kaikan Chamber Orchestra, which aims to provide
performance opportunities to past winners of the Tokyo Music
Competition and other up-and-coming performers who are active
at home and abroad. The emerging musicians played pieces by
Coleridge-Taylor PERKINSON and MENDELSSOHN, among
others, filling the Recital Hall with the powerful sound of their
performance.
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Orchestra Concert Series "Sound Forest"

Vol.50 Brahms, the Grandeur BRREBRERMICLDEEEEE(C T TV IBRDGI17EEBILL
Vol51 New Year Concert 2023 BNTHAH—RNCIERNBEELZ1—r -3 —rVURN
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EEBTT M IV BRI ERELEU,

With performances by the Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony
Orchestra and affordable pricing, these concerts introduce
the attractions of classical music to a wide audience. The
regular summer and New Year concerts featured winners of
the Tokyo Music Competition as soloists, who presented
dynamic renderings of famous pieces together with the
orchestra.
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Shining Series
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Vol 12 KITAMURA Tomoki Piano Recita
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A series bringing our audience high-quality music by selected
young and talented performers active in Japan and abroad.
Vol. 11 was a recital by spirited cellist SATO Haruma, who has
an impressive record of victories in several international
competitions. Together with veteran musician SHIMIZU Kazune,
he performed carefully-chosen famous works including some by
RACHMANINOFF, saying “I wanted to play music written for a
grand scale as chamber music pieces.”
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A recital by young pianist KITAMURA Tomoki, who performs across
Europe as well as in Japan, and whose independently-planned
recitals are also highly acclaimed. He performed a program of
work by composers such as SCHUMANN, HOLLIGER, and
BARTOK on the theme of “night music”.
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Platinum Series
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This gem of a concert series allows audiences to enjoy a

luxurious time with celebrated artists, surrounded by the

“miraculous acoustics” of our Recital Hall. The lineup for this
season featured various artists presenting different styles of
music.
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-The Collaboration of Music and Rakugo-
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These performances are a great deal, allowing audiences to
enjoy both classical music and rakugo storytelling at a very
reasonable price. The September performance made use of our
“System for Bringing Rakugo to Foreigners”, with illustrations
and English subtitles aimed at a foreign audience.
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Summer Family Concert 2022
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This annual orchestra concert targets families with children.
The concert ticket comes with a special pass which allows
families to enjoy zoo and museum hopping in Ueno Park. This
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e year's performance featured an aria from an opera composed by
\Uﬁ the conductor, NUMAJIRI Ryusuke, as well as STRAVINSKY's
» % “L’Oiseau de Feu Suite” accompanied by a commentary.
I~ o 40
4 o
v\‘&' . }

2022/08/07 KF—I
BREBH(EEEHE)  BEET (XY TT)) GEKBE (NN RREBTEEM (B%E)

Faam®




3D

LW Z2 T

Classical Music for Young Children
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A concert to communicate the fun of classical music to three- to
six-year olds. This year, we welcomed soprano SHIMIZU Rie,
who performed songs depicting autumn in Japan and countries
around the world. In the workshop segment, the audience struck
poses while humming chords from “Ode to Joy”, enjoying the
sense of oneness.
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The participants had a glimpse of many
attractions usually unseen by the public, such
as the backstage area, stage mechanism, the
Wall of Fame and panels autographed by
legendary artists. They also tried their
hands at controlling the lighting, toured the
dressing rooms, and had many other
experiences behind the curtains.
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A tour introducing the attractive features of
the architecture of the Tokyo Bunka Kaikan.
A specially-invited lecturer guided visitors
around the interior and gave a commentary
on the examples of attention to detail by the
architect, MAEKAWA Kunio, which can be
found scattered throughout the building.
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Summer Vacation Special !
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This packed tour included an opportunity to
operate the stage lighting. The contents of
the Summer Vacation Special were tailored
to elementary school students.

2022/08/07
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International Partnerships for Music Educ
bcasa da mdsica
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isica”, which means “House of Music”,

“Casa da \

urated in 2005 as the first specialist

We conducted various workshops, as well as workshop leader
education programs, through our partnership with “Casa da
Musica,” a music institution located in Portugal and well-noted
throughout Europe.

music institution in Portt , to commemorate Porto’s
1 Capital of Culture in 2001.

Its goal is creativity through music.

designation as Europe
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Okyo Bunka Kaikan Music Workshop [SRORBESLSTEEERBIC. — A TES<DHICHDSTEL
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“Opportunities for as many people as possible to experience
the power of music!” Our passion for this goal motivated us
to launch a series of workshops providing various programs
to develop true richness of spirit in each pdrt ipant.

We also held workshops with simple sign language and in
English, opening them up to a wide range of participants.
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Music Workshop Festa ‘Summer' 'Winter'
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Workshops held at partner facilities
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Our Music Workshop Festa is held each summer and winter.
We welcomed workshop leaders from Portugal's Casa da
Musica for summer workshops in Koto City Toyosu Culture
Center and winter workshops in Toshima Civic Center and
Tokyo Bunka Kaikan.
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We held Tokyo Bunka Kaikan Music Workshops in partnership
with various music facilities in Tokyo and beyond.
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Convivial Project

H 2022/07/09
[ 2022/12/05
2022/11/17

Bl 2022/08/16 - 17
B 2022/11/16 - 17
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Tokyo Bunka Kaikan is determined to contribute to making a
pluralistic symbiotic society into a reality through the arts. With
the aim of enhancing accessibility and diverse participation in
the artistic environment, regardless of age, disability, or social
handicap, we ran various projects such as music workshops at
schools for students with special needs and social welfare
groups in different areas. Together with the UK’'s Manchester
Camerata and Osaka’s Toyonaka Performing Arts Center, we
held socially-conscious public lectures, discussions, and training
sessions, as well as workshops for people living with dementia.
In collaboration with Tokyo Orchestra Project Cooperative, we
also gave performances by Tokyo-based orchestras at schools
for students with special needs.
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okyo Bunka Kaikan Relaxed Performance — Concert for Everyone
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Relaxed performances cater particularly to young families
and individuals who may feel a little uncomfortable in the normal
concert environment, such as those with an autism spectrum
condition, communication disorder, or developmental
disability. We uploaded a guide to visiting Tokyo Bunka
Kaikan for parents and caregivers before the performance.
On the day, we provided sign language interpretation of
talks during the performance and at the reception, and
installed the body-sensible acoustic device “Bodysonic”,
allowing users to enjoy music through the vibrations, and a
hearing loop. This year, we included a simple explanation of
the stage, a poem performed in sign language by a deaf
actor, and a collaboration between Japanese and British
musicians and a deaf actor.
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Tokyo Networking Initiative
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We support the activities of young artists in partnership with
cultural facilities and arts organizations in Tokyo. This year, in
order to support young musicians, we invited people working
in the offices of orchestras and winners of the Tokyo Music
Competition who are active as members of ensembles to an
online seminar on orchestral auditions. We also held outreach
concerts at cultural facilities around Tokyo. In addition, we held
a concert by the artists nurtured at four concert halls: Tokyo
Bunka Kaikan, Triton Arts Network / Dai-ichi Seimei Hall,
Suntory Hall, and Tokyo Metropolitan Theatre.
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Tokyo Music Competition prize winners travelled to kindergartens,

nurseries, elementary and junior high schools in Tokyo for
visiting concerts.
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We carried out our original Tokyo Bunka Kaikan workshops as
part of regular school classes.
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Outreach Music Clinics
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Up-and-coming musicians and Tokyo Bunka Kaikan workshop
leaders visited elementary and junior high schools to give
students advice on musical techniques during extracurricular
brass band practice or special classes to learn the 4ofo
(Japanese zither).
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/) | I_:/ \ / El //\/ Residents of a Tokyo Metropolitan Government municipal
housing project where people who came to Japan from Ukraine
to escape the Russian military invasion now live were invited to
a “Tokyo Salon for Everyone” event. Tokyo Bunka Kaikan
workshop leaders produced a programme in which everyone
spent an enjoyable time together playing instruments to
accompany a variety of music including jazz and Japanese
songs, and singing Ukrainian songs.

Tokyo Salon for Everyone: Meet and Talk with Ukrainian Ref

B 2022/07/24 BFRXA
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arious Partnership Programs
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Karuizawa Chamber Orchestra
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Th ) [ Cactrat:
The 400-year-old Castrato
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Ueno Forest Ballet Holiday 2022
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The music library located on the fourth floor of Tokyo Bunka
Kaikan is a specialist library open to anyone of junior high
school age or above. Measures to prevent infection, including a
reduction in the number of seats, ventilation, and thorough
disinfection, have allowed it to remain open, and it is being used
by many people despite the pandemic.

We reopened the viewing and listening room in July this year,
and revamped the first-floor exhibition corner in September. In
addition, we also accepted study visits, collaborated on the
writing of magazine articles, and took part in library-related
online exhibitions.
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Tel. 03-3828-2111 (X&)

3 @tbunka_official
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5-45 Ueno Koen, Taito-ku, Tokyo 110-8716 Japan
Tel +81-3-3828-2111




