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Based on the work by:
CHIKAMATSU Monzaemon
Adaptation, Direction, and
Puppet Performance: TAIRA Jo
iola: TAHARA Ayako
Cfnrdion: OTA Tomomi
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SONEZAKI SHINJU
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TAIRA Jo's unique take on Sonezaki Shinju as a contemporary puppet theater revives the classical Japanese master-
piece about the two lovers’ tragedy, featuring beautiful classical music. The work also commemorates the 300th death
anniversary of its author CHIKAMATSU Monzaemon, known as the greatest playwright of Bunraku, the traditional
puppet theater. The story is based on an actual event of double suicides between Tokubei, a merchant, and Ohatsu, his
lover, which took place in Sonezaki, Osaka, in the Edo period. TAIRA reconstructs this classical gem and pursues
Japanese beauty from a modern perspective.
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TAIRA Jo has created an inimitable fusion of puppets and drama in a one-man format.

He writes, directs, scores, and pm'ﬂn’ms his own shows as well as gning the puppets.

He became the youngest-ever winner at the Japan Puppet Theater A
Silver Prize on TERAYAMA Shuji’s avant-garde classic La Marie-Vison. His numer-
ous other awards include a special prize by the Japanese government for one of his %
original works. In 2011, he was invited by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to perform in ) ; -
the Palestinian Territories. He has also created and staged new works on commission by :

the Tokyo Bunka Kaikan, the Kanagawa Arts Theatre, and others. He performs 7%e et
Wonderful Wizard of Oz regularly at the New National Theatre, Tokyo and has taken his 20211 Hamlet ORRERHHA

wide repertory around Japan and abroad.
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Ticket Prices: S 6,600yen / A 4,400yen / B 2,200yen *Various discounts available
Captioning tablets for English subtitles are available. You can borrow one per ticket purchased
through our online English ticket service. Please note the number of devices is limited.
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Tokyo Bunka Kaikan Box Office (Available in English)
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On sale date: Sat, Jul 29
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